TRAVELING:

Hennessy

Style!

A 2006 Hennessy Traveler offers his impressions qf the intense,
[five-week process in which the U.S. Air Force evaluates and
recognizes its very top foodservice operations.

In 1956, Joint . Hennewy, a vespected botel and

. R i 5 i . ¢
EXNRTR EXECHTTIE !|'.'.".'r? P Ly .'.'_Ir WTUIE o N

military, felt thae Air Force foodservice coded be dia-
matically improved by establishing a working relation-
ahips serith several leading foodsevvice industry asociations.
Phe auwards program that vesmded annually serds foeer
“Tavelers” to judpe the Hemeny Arenereds competition.
These come from the Society for Foodservice Marage
ment (SEM), the fnternational Foodservice Exvecuives
Asociation (TFSEA), the wtl Restiareramt Associa-
tiore (INRA, amed vhe USAF FM sk 2006 SFM Thiee-
aler Dick Hynes, Dyivectar af Conssltant Services for Ho
bart- Traulien to sum up bis fmpressions of that

non-stop, fie-week experionce...

oday, 50 years after the Hennessy Aowvards were
first established, Air Force foodservice profes-
sionals see the annual wophy as very much
the equivalent 2 Gold medal in the Olympics. And
ler me tell you, they pull our all the stops o win!
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Our ream began our
training at Air Force
Service Headquarters in
San Antonio on January
28, Our vask was w eval
uate the foodservice
operations of each of
the bases nominared by
the seven competing
Aur Force Commands.

The Hennessy
criteria is very specific and detailed. They coves
over 48 categonies for evaluation with 184 separate
areas of focus, from the deanlines of the restrooms
0 proper inventory procedures; from equipment main
terance 0 HACCT systems,

Let me tell you—you cannot travel with dhree other
people whom you have never met before for almost
five weeks and 29.000 miles, spending 18 hours a day
with them, without either killing them or developing
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At left, the 2006 Hennessy
Traveler Team with the
"Golden Bear™ at Travis Air
Farce base. (from |. tor.)
5FM Traveler Dick Hynes,
Traveler Chief Master
Sergeant limmie Daniels,
USAF Team Leader Lt. Col.
Jara Allen and NRA Traveler
Pete Mihajlov of Parasole
Partners.

The Hennessy Travelers
received an enthusiastic
welcome on every visit. Above:
A reception at F.E. Warren
AFE; the dining facility
welcoming committee at
Yokota AFB in Yokota, Japan;
Flamenco dancers at Kirtland
AFB, New Mexico.
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Above: Dining with front line servicemen at Moron
AFE in Moron, Spain; the Traveler team reviewing
production logs and checking inventory storage and
rotation at F.E. Wamen Missile Base, Cheyenne, WY,

Below: Foodservice staff at Travis AFB, Vacaville, CA,
Hennessy Award winner in the Single-Unit Basa
category; Dick Hynes at the annual SFM breakfast at
NRA, presenting a certificate to Staff Sgt. Santiago
Padilla, Travis AFB, one of two winners of the
Hennessy Traveler's Association Award of Excellence.
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very strong, rdanonships. Thank God

it was the latter for our wam. The

expericnce has cremed life-time friend-
ships among us all.

We began with a visit to nearby
Randolph AFB, a training facility thar
teaches piloes o fly:

An average hase evaluation would
begin at 4:30 am., and would run all
day long (if the operation had a mid-
night meal, evaluations would some-
tmes last unal 1 am. the net mom-
ing—a very bong day!) Most bases also had
a facility on the Flight Line for scrving Air
Crews and maintenance personned, and
these were evaluarcd as well.

From Randolph, we traveled 10 Kin-
land AFB in MNew Mexico (last vear’s
Hennessy winner). We were greeted by

a large contingent ar the airport our lug-

gape was whisked away, and we were
escorted by bus o the base, accompanied
|'.r_'.' fire engines and Eu]m- TS, SIMEeNs SCream-

Bl ing. There, a Hamenco band played and
ERll  dancers in maditional Spanish arrire wel
comed us, Fven the gate guands (and un-
derstand, security is very right ar these
buases) were dressed in chef’s coars and
hars, while sporting their M-16s. We had
similar receptions at all of the bases.
From Kirtland, it was on 1w EE. War-
ren AFB in Cheyenne, WY, the Missile
Command’s nominee. Not much Hying po-
ing on there, but a very interesting place. I

had quire a fow hundred holes in the ground

over several hundred square miles, with some
pretry powerful weaponry in them.

From Warren, we tavelad 0 Travis AFB
in Vacaville, CA, a beawiful faciliey which pri
by handles cango planes and rdfuding ankers.
We had the opporunity o be in both, They
are just enormous planes, huge responsibilinies
for their pilots, who are just young men! The
Golden Bear, the transport plane that broughi
our Viet Nam POWSs home, was housed there
and seeing it was a very special experience.
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Mexct was a 10-4 hour flight to Yokota AFB
about two hours ouside of Tokyo, This base
was the stop-over for most carpo going o the
descrt and thene were planes coming and go-
ing at all hours, This was also the one base
where we had owo days ofl and were able w
take day wips o Toloyo and Yokohama, Pre-
viously, | never had much interest in raveling
to the Orient, but after meeting the wonder-
ful people there T would go back in a heant-
bear

We next left on a VERY LONG Hight wo
Langley AFB in Virginia, via Chicago. Ar Lan-
gley, we had a chance to see the new F-22
Stcalth fghrers, VERY impressive machines!

From Langley, it was on o Moron AFB,
Spain, just north of Seville. This is a faciliy
operated in conjuncrion with the Spanish Air
Force. The dining operation was managed by
a dvilian coneractor with miliary supervision
and was very well run.

After 2-¥ days in Spain we were ready for
the long fight home, very tired, bur pleased
at a job well done. For me, this was the ad-
venmure of a lifetime: 29,000 miles in five wecks,
and an opportunity to see things most Amer-
icans never get to see and end o ke for
granted. Many times since ['ve been asked,
“Whar was the one thing that stands out as
miost memorable abour the mp—the plancs,
the weaponry, the fcilites?”

For me, it was the people: some of the
finest voung men and women in the world,
committed w0 defending our counery. You be-
come emotionally artached 1w these people in
a very short time. Most of the bases we visited
had 20 percent of their manpower deployed
in the desert, with those remaining doing
their work in additon w repular dudies, with
hours that are very long,

To an individual, every one that 1 spoke w0
was highly commined o whar they were do-
ing, and w doing it with smiles on their faces.
[t made me very proud o be an American.
These Airmen are our heroes, my friends,

in every sense of the word. m

Other 2006 Hennessy Award winners not
shown include Elgin AFB in the Multiple-
Unit Base category; the 911th Services
Flight, Air Force Reserve Unit winner; the
120th Services flight, the Air National
Guard winner; the 90th Space Wing,
Missile Feeding Operation award winner;
and the 7015t Munitions Support
Squadron, USAFE Foodservice Small Site
award winner, Staff Sgt. Cinnamon
Calloway won the other Hennessy
Traveders Assoclation Award of Excellence
in the multiple facility category.
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