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Hennessy Travelers Association 
5727 Kissing Oak 
San Antonio TX 78247 

October 3, 2009 
 
 
Dear Hennessy Travelers Association Educational Foundation Sponsor, 
 
I want to take the time to personally thank you for your generous contribution and 
personal commitment as a participant in the 2009 Armed Forces Forum for Culinary 
Excellence.  This week long event at the Culinary Institute of America Greystone, 
sponsoring 25 of Americaôs finest military foodservice professionals, has been a huge 
project for our humble association.  Iôm sure that your time with us this week will be 
memorable. 
 
Our industry has a long history of supporting the Hennessy Awards program and we 
have been fortunate to expand our mission through support of the Marine Corp Hill 
Awards and the Air National Guard Disney Awards.  These troops deserve our best; 
they serve their country as well as their customers.  As you will see, each is an 
individual that any industry executive would welcome into their own corporation.  Our 
hopes are to show them a path for their future, igniting them to join us in the private 
sector after their military career.  
 
Again, thank you for supporting our effort.  Please accept our heartfelt thanks and I look 
forward to sharing time with you during this wonderful week at Greystone! 

 Best regards, 

   

  
Carmen Anthony Vacalebre 
President 
NRA Traveler - 2003 
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Hennessy Travelers Association Educational Foundation 
 

 

 The Hennessy Travelers Associationôs Educational Foundation is a foundation 
set up by former Hennessy Traveler Evaluators.  Hennessy Travelers visit and evaluate 
Military Foodservice Units to determine the ñBest of the Bestò.  The evaluation teams 
consist of members from the National Restaurant Association Board of Directors, the 
Society for Foodservice Management, the International Food Service Executives 
Association, and military headquarters staff.  This evaluation culminates in the 
presentation of the US Air Force John L. Hennessy Awards, the US Marine Corp Major 
General W. P. T. Hill Awards, and the Air National Guard Kenneth Disney Award, all 
given annually during the National Restaurant Association Restaurant, Hotel-Motel 
Show. 
 In 1983, these alumni of travelers formed the Hennessy Travelers Association 
(HTA), with the mission to support the service awards programs.  In celebration of the 
50th Anniversary of the Hennessy Trophy Awards Program in 2006, the HTA 
established a permanent non-profit educational foundation, the HTA Educational 
Foundation (HTAEF), to develop, sponsor and promote educational opportunities for 
members of the U.S. Armed Forces serving in hospitality assignments, as well as to 
provide encouragement, educational opportunities, support and assistance for military 
foodservice professionals wishing to pursue careers in the restaurant and hospitality 
industry upon their departure from military service.  

Each year, outstanding service men and women nominated during the 
evaluations are invited to attend an exclusive continuing education program at one of 
the world-renowned Culinary Institute of America (CIA) campuses.  This weeklong 
forum provides honorees with a customized culinary educational experience, including 
hands-on classes, seminars, and roundtable discussions with leaders of the restaurant 
and foodservice industries.  The forum provides for lively interaction that reaps benefits 
for all.  Honorees broaden their culinary knowledge and skills, resulting in an immediate 
benefit for the men and women serving in our Armed Forces worldwide.  In addition, 
hosts and industry participants are able to share their best practices and personal 
career experiences with the honorees, while supporting a cause that is important to our 
business and country.   

Carmen A. Vacalebre, president of the Hennessy Travelers Association, National 
Restaurant Association Board Member Emeritus, Present Director of the National 
Restaurant Associationôs Educational Foundation and President/and CEO of Carmen 
Anthony Restaurant Group, which consists of 5 restaurants in Waterbury, Connecticut, 
said of this initiative, ñAllowing outstanding foodservice personnel the chance to attend 
one of the world's most renowned culinary institutions to further their skills and broaden 
their food service knowledge is our way of giving back to the men and women serving 
our troops and our great country.  Simply, itôs the right thing to do!  As a former 
evaluator for the Hennessy Awards, I have had the privilege to experience firsthand the 
culinary creations and service the U.S. Air Force and the U.S. Marines provide active 
duty personnel around the world, and it is truly best in class."  

The HTAEF, an IRS recognized 501(c)(3) not for profit, relies solely on 
contributions from sponsors to support the culinary forum and to meet its goals to 
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promote educational opportunities for members of the U. S. Armed Forces serving in 
hospitality assignments and provide support and assistance for those who have an 
interest in pursuing career opportunities upon their departure from military service.   

We are fortunate to have many benefactors who regularly support this program.  
We depend completely on their generosity to make this program a success. Feedback 
from sponsors says they gain as much as they give.  "The National Restaurant 
Association Educational Foundation was proud to be an active part of the HTAEFôs 
programéWe are proud to be a part of continuing these memorable education events 
for (military) foodservice men and women, exceptional professionals serving their 
customers and country today." said Linda Bacin, former Chairman of the Board for the 
National Restaurant Association Educational Foundation.  Additionally Bacin is the vice 
president of Bella Bacinoôs Restaurant Group, Chicago, Illinois.  "At a CEO roundtable 
discussion as part of the continuing education program, I had the privilege to share my 
lifeôs story with this energetic group and witness their experience firsthandéThey are so 
full of enthusiasm and are looking for ideas on how they can start an independent 
career after they serve their country.  I was honored to be a part of programs over the 
last several dayséI canôt wait to do this again.  What a week!ò 
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